142	THE ORIGINS OF THE WORLD WAR
acquire colonies. She had naturally cast her eyes on Tunis,
But the French had stepped in ahead of her. She had then
sought alliance with Germany and Austria in the hope of
getting their support. Bismarck, however, was not at first
inclined to allow the Triple Alliance to be exploited for
Italy's colonial ambitions. But in 1SS7, when the Boulan-
ger crisis in France and the Bulgarian situation in the Bal-
kans cast heavy clouds over Europe, Italy was able to ex-
tort, as the price of her renewal of the Triple Alliance, new
clauses looking toward future acquisitions in North Africa,
the Balkans, and the Eastern Mediterranean. As Ger-
many's interests were not identical with those of Austria
in the Balkans, and as Austria was unwilling to commit her-
self in regard to Italy's North African ambitions, it was
decided that these matters should be dealt with in separate
treaties to be signed by Austria and Italy, and by Germany
and Italy, on February 20, 1887, the same day that the
Triple Alliance Treaty of 1882 was renewed.
Accordingly, Austria and Italy,
"having in mind only the maintenance, so far as possible, of
the status quo in the Orient, engage to wo their influence to
forestall any territorial modification which might be in-
jurious to one or the other. . . . However, if, in the course
of events, the maintenance of the status quo in the regions
of the Balkans or of the Ottoman coasts and islands in the
Adriatic and in the Aegean Sea should become impossible,
and if, whether in consequence of the action of a third
Power or otherwise, Austria-Hungary or Italy should find
themselves under the necessity of modifying it by a tempo-
rary or permanent occupation on their part, this occupation
shall take place only after a previous agreement between the
two Powers aforesaid, based on the principle of a reciprocal
compensation. . . «"65
**Art. I of the AuHtro-Italian Treaty of 1887, which was embodied
as "Art. VII" in the Triple Alliance Treaty of 1891 and its subsequent
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